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FAITH 

Mark Welch April 28, 2019 
All Scriptures from New Living Translation unless Otherwise Specified 

 

Confident belief in the truth, value, or trustworthiness of a person, idea, or 
thing. 

Free Online Dictionary 

 

God’s Definition: 
Faith is the confidence that what we hope for will actually happen; it gives 
us assurance about things we cannot see. 

Hebrews 11:1 

 

And it is impossible to please God without faith. Anyone who wants to 
come to him must believe that God exists and that he rewards those who 
sincerely seek him. 

Hebrews 11:6 

Some time later, God tested Abraham’s faith. “Abraham!” God called. 
“Yes,” he replied. “Here I am.” “Take your son, your only son—yes, Isaac, 
whom you love so much—and go to the land of Moriah. Go and sacrifice 
him as a burnt offering on one of the mountains, which I will show you.” 
The next morning Abraham got up early. He saddled his donkey and took 
two of his servants with him, along with his son, Isaac. Then he chopped 
wood for a fire for a burnt offering and set out for the place God had told 
him about. On the third day of their journey, Abraham looked up and saw 
the place in the distance. “Stay here with the donkey,” Abraham told the 
servants. “The boy and I will travel a little farther. We will worship there, 
and then we will come right back.” So Abraham placed the wood for the 
burnt offering on Isaac’s shoulders, while he himself carried the fire and the 
knife. As the two of them walked on together, Isaac turned to Abraham and 
said, “Father?” “Yes, my son?” Abraham replied. “We have the fire and the 
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wood,” the boy said, “but where is the sheep for the burnt offering?” “God 
will provide a sheep for the burnt offering, my son,” Abraham answered. 
And they both walked on together. When they arrived at the place where 
God had told him to go, Abraham built an altar and arranged the wood on 
it. Then he tied his son, Isaac, and laid him on the altar on top of the wood. 
And Abraham picked up the knife to kill his son as a sacrifice. At that 
moment the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven, “Abraham! 
Abraham!” “Yes,” Abraham replied. “Here I am!” “Don’t lay a hand on the 
boy!” the angel said. “Do not hurt him in any way, for now I know that you 
truly fear God. You have not withheld from me even your son, your only 
son.” Then Abraham looked up and saw a ram caught by its horns in a 
thicket. So he took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering in place of 
his son. Abraham named the place Yahweh-Yireh (which means “the Lord 
will provide”). To this day, people still use that name as a proverb: “On the 
mountain of the Lord it will be provided.” Then the angel of the Lord called 
again to Abraham from heaven. “This is what the Lord says: Because you 
have obeyed me and have not withheld even your son, your only son, I swear 
by my own name that I will certainly bless you. I will multiply your 
descendants beyond number, like the stars in the sky and the sand on the 
seashore. Your descendants will conquer the cities of their enemies. And 
through your descendants all the nations of the earth will be blessed—all 
because you have obeyed me.” Then they returned to the servants and 
traveled back to Beersheba, where Abraham continued to live. 

Genesis 18:1-19 

Facts about Real Faith: 

1. Real Faith has to be in the REAL THING 

There is a path before each person that seems right, but it ends in death. 

Proverbs 14:12 

The Real Thing Includes: 

A PROMISE   
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...God had told him, “Isaac is the son through whom your descendants will 
be counted.” 

Hebrews 11:18 

A Promise FULFILLER 
I tell you the truth, you will ask the Father directly, and he will grant your 
request because you use my name. You haven’t done this before. Ask, using 
my name, and you will receive, and you will have abundant joy. 

John 16:23-24 

For Jesus Christ, the Son of God, does not waver between “Yes” and “No.” 
He is the one whom Silas, Timothy, and I preached to you, and as God’s 
ultimate “Yes,” he always does what he says. For all of God’s promises have 
been fulfilled in Christ with a resounding “Yes!” And through Christ, our 
“Amen” (which means “Yes”) ascends to God for his glory. 

2 Corinthians 1:19:20 

2. Real Faith is always TESTED 
Some time later, God tested Abraham’s faith. 

Genesis 18:1 

Dear brothers and sisters, when troubles come your way, consider it an 
opportunity for great joy. For you know that when your faith is tested, your 
endurance has a chance to grow. So let it grow, for when your endurance is 
fully developed, you will be perfect and complete, needing nothing. 

James 1:2-4 

3. Real Faith requires ACTION 
The next morning Abraham got up early. He saddled his donkey and took 
two of his servants with him, along with his son, Isaac. Then he chopped 
wood for a fire for a burnt offering and set out for the place God had told 
him about. 

Genesis 18:3 
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So you see, faith by itself isn’t enough. Unless it produces good deeds, it is 
dead and useless. 

James 2:17 

Don’t you remember that our ancestor Abraham was shown to be right with 
God by his actions when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? You see, his 
faith and his actions worked together. His actions made his faith complete. 
And so it happened just as the Scriptures say: “Abraham believed God, and 
God counted him as righteous because of his faith.” He was even called the 
friend of God. 

James 2:21-23 

It was by faith that Abraham offered Isaac as a sacrifice when God was 
testing him. Abraham, who had received God’s promises, was ready to 
sacrifice his only son, Isaac, 18 even though God had told him, “Isaac is the 
son through whom your descendants will be counted.” 19 Abraham reasoned 
that if Isaac died, God was able to bring him back to life again. And in a 
sense, Abraham did receive his son back from the dead. 

Hebrews 11:17-19 

4. Real Faith is worth SHARING 
...Because I keep hearing about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love 
for all of God’s people. And I am praying that you will put into action the 
generosity that comes from your faith as you understand and experience all 
the good things we have in Christ. Your love has given me much joy and 
comfort, my brother, for your kindness has often refreshed the hearts of 
God’s people. 

Philemon 1:5-7 


