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WAR FOR WORSHIP 
June 12, 2016              Mark Welch  
(All Scriptures from New Living Translation unless 
otherwise Noted) 
Matthew 4:8-10  
8 Next the devil took him to the peak of a very high 
mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world 
and their glory. 9 “I will give it all to you,” he said, “if you 
will kneel down and worship me.” 
10 “Get out of here, Satan,” Jesus told him. “For the 
Scriptures say, 
‘You must worship the LORD your God 
    and serve only him.’” 

John 4:23-24 
23 But the time is coming—indeed it’s here now—when true 
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and in truth. 
The Father is looking for those who will worship him that 
way. 24 For God is Spirit, so those who worship him must 
worship in spirit and in truth.” 

HOW TO WIN THE WAR FOR WORSHIP  
 
1.  Worship requires ALL of me  
 
Deuteronomy 6:4-9  
4 “Listen, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD alone. 
5 And you must love the LORD your God with all your heart, 
all your soul, and all your strength. 6 And you must commit 
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yourselves wholeheartedly to these commands that I am 
giving you today. 7 Repeat them again and again to your 
children. Talk about them when you are at home and when 
you are on the road, when you are going to bed and when 
you are getting up. 8 Tie them to your hands and wear them 
on your forehead as reminders. 9 Write them on the 
doorposts of your house and on your gates. 

2.  Worship demands that I take ALL of Him 
 
Deuteronomy 6:13-17  
13 You must fear the LORD your God and serve him. When 
you take an oath, you must use only his name. 
14 “You must not worship any of the gods of neighboring 
nations, 15 for the LORD your God, who lives among you, is 
a jealous God. His anger will flare up against you, and he 
will wipe you from the face of the earth. 16 You must not test 
the LORD your God as you did when you complained at 
Massah. 17 You must diligently obey the commands of 
the LORD your God—all the laws and decrees he has given 
you. 
3.  Worship must be from INSIDE OUT 
John 4:23-24 
23 But the time is coming—indeed it’s here now—when true 
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and in truth. 
The Father is looking for those who will worship him that 
way. 24 For God is Spirit, so those who worship him must 
worship in spirit and in truth.” 



!  3

FACTS ABOUT WORSHIP: 

Worship and Praise are DIFFERENT FROM EACH 
OTHER 

“You can praise without worship but you cannot worship 
with praise!” 
 
A.  PRAISE:  “To declare positive attributes.”  

Anyone can Praise…  
 
Angels Commanded to Praise  
 
Psalm 103:20  
Praise the LORD, you angels,  
    you mighty ones who carry out his plans,  
    listening for each of his commands. 

All People Commanded to Praise  
 
Romans 15:11  
“Praise the LORD, all you Gentiles.  
    Praise him, all you people of the earth.”  

We can Praise with SONG  
 
Isaiah 12:5  
Sing to the LORD, for he has done wonderful things.  
    Make known his praise around the world. 
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With SHOUTING  
Ezra 3:11  
With praise and thanks, they sang this song to the LORD: 
“He is so good! 
    His faithful love for Israel endures forever!” 

Then all the people gave a great shout, praising 
the LORD because the foundation of the LORD’s Temple had 
been laid. 
With DANCE 
 
Psalm 150:4  
Praise him with the tambourine and dancing;  
    praise him with strings and flutes! 
 
 
With INSTRUMENTS  
 
1 Chronicles 13:8  
David and all Israel were celebrating before God with all 
their might, singing songs and playing all kinds of musical 
instruments—lyres, harps, tambourines, cymbals, and 
trumpets. 

Intertwined with THANKSGIVING 

1 Chronicles 16:8  
Give thanks to the LORD and proclaim his greatness.  
    Let the whole world know what he has done. 
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B.  WORSHIP:  “To lose oneself in adoration of another.”  
 
FULL ABANDON 

John 4:23-24 
23 But the time is coming—indeed it’s here now—when true 
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and in truth. 
The Father is looking for those who will worship him that 
way. 24 For God is Spirit, so those who worship him must 
worship in spirit and in truth.” 

Matthew 10:10b  
‘You must worship the LORD your God 
    and serve only him.’ 

POSTURE OF WORSHIP 

OBEDIENCE and SUBMISSION 
 
1 Samuel 15:22  
But Samuel replied, 
“What is more pleasing to the LORD:  
    your burnt offerings and sacrifices  
    or your obedience to his voice? 
Listen! Obedience is better than sacrifice,  
    and submission is better than offering the fat of rams. 
 
BROKEN AND CONTRITE HEART 
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Psalm 51:17  
The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit,  
A broken and a contrite heart—  
These, O God, You will not despise. 
INTIMACY  
 
Matthew 6:5-6  
5 “When you pray, don’t be like the hypocrites who love to 
pray publicly on street corners and in the synagogues 
where everyone can see them. I tell you the truth, that is all 
the reward they will ever get. 6 But when you pray, go away 
by yourself, shut the door behind you, and pray to your 
Father in private. Then your Father, who sees everything, 
will reward you. 

Q:  WHOM WILL YOU SERVE? 
 
Joshua 24:15 
But if you refuse to serve the LORD, then choose today 
whom you will serve. Would you prefer the gods your 
ancestors served beyond the Euphrates? Or will it be the 
gods of the Amorites in whose land you now live? But as 
for me and my family, we will serve the LORD. 
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